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This magazine article is abowt the ssuss involved in keeping up with technological changes in the
moderm world.

The Cost of Keeping Up

One of the most obvious features of modarn ife is tha hactic pace of changa in technology. Young
paopla seem to relish this heady race towards ever betterfasterslesker gadgats, machines and
housshold appliances. Some older paaple, however, look back nogtalgically to days gone by whan a
TV would last dacades, a washing machine would sarvice a whola family until tha children had children
of thair own, and even phones would last a lot langar than a year or two. Thasa cldar paopla ara, aflar
all, tha onas who pay the bills.

I's trus that ingenious designers and manufacturers give us plenty of incantives 1o upgrade. We can
purchase TVs that have intemet connactivity, high definition, 3-D funcions, applications and all manner
of improvamants which ara mada to sound assanfial for modam living. New modals of last yaar's cars
appear with fancier dashboard sledronics and a slightly mare refined, ‘cooler’ look. The other day
| haard an alevan-year-old lamanting how “old’ and "dow’ his phone was comparad o thesa of his
friands, as if his parants wara guilty of the most grotesque naglact of thair offspring by not updating
such a vital piece of aquipment.

I is true that young people are always aftracled 1o ever-changing fashions in clothes, music and
echnology. Ifs part of baing young. Even thair parents often want what thair naighbours have in their
homeas and spand their hard-samead cash on new appliancas whan tha old onas ara siill raasonakbily
saniceabla. But it's not just that. Those same inganious manufaciurers who create the wondrously
dasigned ‘must have’ produds of today, already have their eye an your next purchase. Thay can, and
ofian do, design or program products with a limited life span to make sure eyl nead replacing soonar
rathar than later. & printer, for axampla, can ba designad 1o sand an amor massages onca il's copiad
a certain number of papars, aven if ifs sfll working parectly, and the batiery life of a phona can ba
delibarately made short. Expensive softwars is oflen programmed to disable its online connactivity
afiar a whila, and then its users are directed to the latest varsion. Thay have to pay for it, and releam
how to usa it, whathar they want to or not Many laptop usars have exparianced a sudden deteriorafion
in the spead and reliability of theair machines — just as the new modal appears on the market.

Tha pradtica isnt new Ifs aven gol a nama — plannad obsolescance — and has bean usad by
manufacturars for decades b create a seady stream of demand for all kinds of everyday things fram
the light bulb fo the lalest smart phane or sports car. Tachnalogy industries make us buy things mora
ofian than we need to, both by making tham siop working sooner than thay would anyway, and by
anticing us with evar mora glitzy and fashionable updates so that we can gloat over our friends. That's
why thara's such a thriving recycling industry for fhesa goods in soma communitias

It might ssam a cynical and manipulativa practice, but tha asconomies of soma vary big countries
depand on it. Hundreds of housands of jobs warld-wida raly an paopla fhrowing away and replacing
computars, Tve, phonas, cars, satnave and all the rest on a vary regular basis. | ig, howawar, an
expensiva practice inothar ways. Envirenmantalists are quick to point out that it takes a thousand times
mora anargy to make a thousand more gadgats than ara raally nacassary — multipliad many mora timas
globally — and in a world whara rasourcas ara running out fast this leval of wasta is immoral. Thasa
unwanted products are also dumped in poorer counfries whare desperate people risk thair haalth by
burning plastics in ordar to ratrisve the working parts or tha rara minarals usad in the manufactura af
things tha richer world has discarded afiar a year or so.

Many older people in the workd know, or at laast remember, how 1o ‘make do and mand’ — to live with
things which arent the latest and best and to repair them rather than replace tham. Tha poor of tha
workd have naver had a choica, of coursa. But isn it about ime that young people realised how much
their wasteful pursuit of all things new is really costing tham, their families and tha planat?
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